
            
 
 
 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
 

April 2004                    PBS Ready To Learn is supported by a cooperative agreement from the U.S. Department of Education, PR/Award Number R295A00002               Everyday Math 
 

   While Watching READING RAINBOW: 
Ask children, How have you used math 
today? Talk to them about how their 
answers compare to the kids’ on the show.  
Encourage them to brainstorm other places 
where you use math or people that use 
math regularly (i.e. the bank ,the grocery 
store, engineers or accountants.) 
 

PBS Resources for Everyday Uses of Math: 
Lessons & Activities: 

http://www.pbs.org/teachersource/math/preschool_math.shtm 
http://www.pbs.org/parents/fungames/ In the activity search, 

choose math & numbers to find 110 activities! 
http://pbskids.org/arthur/grownups/activities/math.html 

Thinking and Reasoning Skills: 
http://www.pbs.org/wholechild/providers/minds.html 

 

EVERYDAY MATH 
Math is a part of almost everything we do, whether it be 
spending money, sorting our laundry, cooking dinner, telling 
the time or using a map to ride on the train!  But, for 
children, math can be an abstract and complicated concept.  
By watching Reading Rainbow, reading The Doorbell Rang, 
and setting the table, children will see many varied uses for 
both numbers and logical reasoning skills. These activities 
will help children to think about math as a part of their 
everyday lives, making it less of an overwhelming idea. 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

VIEW: 
READING RAINBOW 

Math Cure 
 

LeVar Burton asked kids on the street, “How have you used 
math today?”  Some answers included using money, 
measuring their height, and measuring ingredients for 
pancakes.  Then LeVar takes viewers to an artist’s studio 
where the artist uses math to create ceramic tile murals. 
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Recommended Books: 
Math Curse by Jon Sciescka 
Ten Black Dots by Donald Crews 
One Duck Stuck by Phyllis Root 
Jane Chapman (Illustrator) 

 Activities from Mister Rogers 
 Infants and Toddlers exploring Mathematics 
 Everyday Math for Preschoolers 
 

Quick Tip  
Point out that Sam and Victoria are using 
math to figure out how many cookies they 
will get.  Make paper cookies and act out 
the story as you read it. 

For older kids, check out 
CYBERCHASE activities at: 
http://pbskids.org/cyberchase/ 

READ: 
The Doorbell Rang 

By Pat Hutchins 
  

Victoria and Sam are delighted when Ma bakes a tray of a 
dozen cookies, even though Ma insists that her cookies 
aren't as good as Grandma's. They count them and find that 
they each can have six. But the doorbell rings, friends arrive 
and the cookies must be re-divided. This happens again and 
again, and the number of cookies on each plate decreases.  
See how many cookies Sam and Victoria end up with. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

DO: 
Kitchen Math 

 
Help children develop counting skills during snack time!  After you 
read The Doorbell Rang, bake cookies together-you can use the 
included recipe from Mister Rogers, or use one of your own.  As 
you place the batter on the pan, count out the number of cookies.  
While the cookies are baking, help the children figure out how 
many cookies each of them will eat.  After that, ask the children 
to set the table.  Have them count the number of chairs to figure 
out how many plates, napkins, cups etc. you will need.  Then ask 
them to place one plate in front of each chair and one napkin next 
to each plate, etc.   Developing one to one correspondence is an 
important step in learning to count.   

ALSO INCLUDED: 
  

 
  


